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Shawna is a partner in the Strategic Transactions
& Licensing group.

Shawna specializes in corporate partnering, strategic alliances, technology

protection, and licensing and commercialization of intellectual property and

technology assets. Shawna focuses on strategic commercial matters, product

counseling and transactional technology, IP and commercial issues related to our

clients’ financing and M&A activities.

Shawna works closely with venture capital funds in connection with their investment

activities. In her company-side practice, she has worked with startup companies that

have sold to Proctor & Gamble, Synopsys, LinkedIn and others and continues to work

with several companies that have gone public. 

Prior to joining Gunderson Dettmer, Shawna served for two years as a law clerk to

the Honorable Edward J. Davila in the U.S. District Court for the Northern District of

California. She also worked for several years as a litigation associate at Quinn,

https://www.gunder.com/en/locations/silicon-valley
tel:%2B16504635289
https://www.gunder.com/en
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Emanuel, Urquhart & Sullivan, LLP, where her practice centered on intellectual

property, antitrust, and education matters.                                              

Credentials

EDUCATION

Stanford Law School, J.D.

Temple University, B.A., Religious Studies

Temple University, B.A., French

BAR ADMISSIONS

California

Focus Areas

Strategic Transactions & Licensing

Data Privacy

Mergers & Acquisitions

Fund Investments in Companies

Seed, Venture and Growth Financings

AI & Machine Learning

Related News & Insights

CLIENT NEWS

Gunderson Dettmer Clients Recognized in Inc.’s 2025 Female Founders 500

List

CLIENT NEWS

Voldex Library of Top Games Expands User Base with Acquisition and

Equity and Debt Financings

CLIENT NEWS

Mayfield Leads $25M Series B Financing of Orb
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CLIENT NEWS

Mayfield Leads $28M Series B of TeamBridge

CLIENT NEWS

A16z Leads $175M Series B Financing of Saronic

FIRM NEWS

Gunderson Dettmer Commemorates 2024 Women’s History Month and

International Women’s Day

CLIENT NEWS

GPU Cloud Company Lambda Announces $320M Series C

CLIENT NEWS

Pano AI Announces $17M Series A Extension

CLIENT NEWS

a16z Leads $97M Series B of Ghostwriter AI-Developer Replit

CLIENT NEWS

ClimateAi Announces $22M Series B Financing

CLIENT NEWS

a16z Led $150M Series A of Character.AI

FIRM NEWS

Gunderson Dettmer Celebrates 2023 Women’s History Month and

International Women’s Day

CLIENT NEWS

Forbes Recognizes 43 Gunderson Dettmer Clients as America’s Best

Startup Employers in 2022
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