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Gunderson Dettmer Stough Villeneuve Franklin & Hachigian, LLP has elected six
new partners, effective January 1. The elevations span the U.S. and add to the firm’s
corporate and securities, venture and growth equity fund, public offerings/public
companies, executive compensation and tax practices.

“We are delighted to welcome these talented lawyers as new partners,” said David T.

Young, Gunderson Dettmer’s Managing Partner. “Each of them has contributed to the
firm’s continued growth. They not only provide extraordinary service and guidance to

our company and fund clients, but they are also trusted colleagues and mentors.”

The six new partners are:

Heather N. Aune, Executive Compensation, San Diego. Heather’s practice focuses
on executive compensation and employee benefits-related issues for start-ups,
emerging growth and public companies, including equity compensation plans,
employment agreements, severance arrangements, bonus plans and other
employment and benefits matters. She also advises on executive compensation-
related aspects of mergers and acquisitions and public offerings. Most recently she
advised Tarsus Pharmaceuticals and Wish in their initial public offerings.

Jace E. Clegg, Tax and Funds, New York. Jace’s practice encompasses all areas of
general corporate and partnership income taxation as well as the taxation of mergers
and acquisitions (both domestic and cross-border). He is broadly experienced with
partnership taxation and has worked on numerous matters involving structuring tax
efficient commercial and transactional structures for our corporate clients. Jace’s


https://www.gunder.com/heather-n-aune/
https://www.gunder.com/jace-e-clegg/
https://www.gunder.com/en

practice also focuses on the formation and general representation of venture capital
and growth equity funds and related entities.

Colin G. Conklin, Public Offerings/Public Companies and Corporate, San Francisco.
Colin’s practice focuses on public and private offerings of securities for issuers and
underwriters, SEC reporting and general corporate counseling of emerging growth
technology and life sciences companies. Colin has experience representing public
and private companies and investors in a wide range of corporate transactions,
including initial public offerings, business combinations, joint ventures, spin-offs and
venture capital and other private financings involving equity, debt and convertible
securities.

Ryan J. Gunderson, Public Offerings/Public Companies and Corporate, San Diego.
Ryan’s practice focuses on representing emerging growth companies throughout
their lifecycles, with a particular emphasis in initial public offerings and other capital
market transactions and public company matters. He has also represented venture
funds and companies in numerous venture capital transactions. Ryan serves as
outside general counsel to a wide variety of life sciences and technology companies,
including high-growth companies in the life sciences, software, consumer internet and
telecommunications industries.

Nicholas G. Markman, Corporate & Securities, San Francisco. Nic’s practice focuses
on representing emerging growth companies throughout their lifecycles. He
represents a wide variety of technology companies from consumer internet, software,
telecommunications and entertainment technology industries, as well as a number of
leading angel investors and venture capital firms. Nic has worked with startup
companies that have sold to Google, Yahoo, Cisco and others and continues to work
with several companies that have gone public.

Jonathan P. Spencer, Corporate & Securities, San Diego. Jonathan’s practice
focuses on representing emerging growth companies throughout their lifecycles. He
has significant experience in mergers and acquisitions, venture capital financings,
founders and formations and corporate governance matters. Jonathan represents a
wide variety of technology companies, including medical device and technology,
genomics, logistics, Al, security and encryption, financial services and technology,
software, telecommunications technology and entertainment and media platforms, as
well as a number of leading venture capital firms.

Related People

Heather N. Aune

NADTNICD


https://www.gunder.com/ryan-j-gunderson/
https://www.gunder.com/nicholas-g-markman/
https://www.gunder.com/jonathan-p-spencer/
https://www.gunder.com/en/people/heather-n-aune

FARTINER

P +1 858 436 8072

Jace E. Clegg
PARTNER

P +1 646 490 9040

Ryan J. Gunderson
PARTNER

P +1 858 436 8046

Nicholas G. Markman
PARTNER

P +1 415 801 4848

Jonathan P. Spencer
PARTNER

P +1 858 436 8033

Featured Insights

CLIENT NEWS
Brazilian Carbon Capture Company Mombak Announces $30M Financing

CLIENT NEWS
Africa B2B OmniRetail Announces $20M Financing

CLIENT NEWS
Glacier Announces Series A Financing to Expand Robot Recycling Fleet

CLIENT NEWS
Dataminr Announces $100M Investment Led by Fortress Investment Group

CLIENT NEWS
Omnidian Announces $87M Series C for Renewable Energy Performance


tel:%2B18584368072
https://www.gunder.com/en/people/jace-e-clegg
tel:%2B16464909040
https://www.gunder.com/en/people/ryan-j-gunderson
tel:%2B18584368046
https://www.gunder.com/en/people/nicholas-g-markman
tel:%2B14158014848
https://www.gunder.com/en/people/jonathan-p-spencer
tel:%2B18584368033
https://www.gunder.com/en/news-insights/client-news/brazilian-carbon-capture-company-mombak-announces-dollar30m-financing
https://www.gunder.com/en/news-insights/client-news/africa-b2b-omniretail-announces-dollar20m-financing
https://www.gunder.com/en/news-insights/client-news/glacier-announces-series-a-financing-to-expand-robot-recycling-fleet
https://www.gunder.com/en/news-insights/client-news/dataminr-announces-dollar100m-investment-led-by-fortress-investment-group
https://www.gunder.com/en/news-insights/client-news/omnidian-announces-dollar87m-series-c-for-renewable-energy-performance

INSIGHTS

Splitting the Pie: How Savvy Founders Divide Ownership and Navigate Other
Founder Equity Decisions

CLIENT NEWS

Chainguard Announces $356 Million Series D Led by Kleiner Perkins and
IVP

INSIGHTS
Client Insight: California Al Transparency Act

INSIGHTS

Client Insight: Prepare for BE-10 Benchmark Survey of US Direct Investment
Abroad

INSIGHTS

Tech Brew Interviews Aaron Rubin in “Where the legal battle stands around
copyright and Al training”

CLIENT NEWS
Latin America Fintech Belvo Announces $15M Funding

INSIGHTS
Legal 500 Country Comparative Guides 2025: Venture Capital (Singapore)

© 2025 Gunderson Dettmer; all rights reserved.


https://www.gunder.com/en/news-insights/insights/splitting-the-pie-how-savvy-founders-divide-ownership-and-navigate-other-founder-equity-decisions
https://www.gunder.com/en/news-insights/client-news/chainguard-announces-dollar356-million-series-d-led-by-kleiner-perkins-and-ivp
https://www.gunder.com/en/news-insights/insights/client-insight-california-ai-transparency-act
https://www.gunder.com/en/news-insights/insights/client-insight-prepare-for-be-10-benchmark-survey-of-us-direct-investment-abroad
https://www.gunder.com/en/news-insights/insights/tech-brew-interviews-aaron-rubin-in-where-the-legal-battle-stands-around-copyright-and-ai-training
https://www.gunder.com/en/news-insights/client-news/latin-america-fintech-belvo-announces-dollar15m-funding
https://www.gunder.com/en/news-insights/insights/legal-500-country-comparative-guides-2025-venture-capital-singapore

