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Cisco Announces Intent to Acquire Two
Gunderson Dettmer Clients, Kenna Security
and Socio Labs, in the Same Week

Client News

May 14, 2021

Gunderson Dettmer represented clients Kenna Security, a cybersecurity company,

and Socio Labs, a modern event technology platform, in their acquisitions by Cisco.

In the announcement of the Kenna transaction, CEO of Kenna Karim Toubba said,

“Now is our opportunity to change the industry: once the acquisition is complete, we

will be one step closer to delivering Kenna’s pioneering Risk-Based Vulnerability

Management (RBVM) platform to the more than 7,000 customers using Cisco

SecureX today. This single action exponentially increases the impact Kenna’s

technology will have on the way the world secures networks, endpoints and

infrastructures.”

In the announcement of the Socio transaction, Cisco explained in a statement “As

part of Cisco Webex’s vision to deliver inclusive, engaging and intelligent meeting and

event experiences, the acquisition of Socio Labs complements Cisco’s recent

acquisition of Slido, an industry-leading audience engagement tool, which together

will create a comprehensive, cost-effective and easy-to-use event management

solution…”

The Gunderson deal team representing Kenna was led by M&A partner John Olson

and corporate partner Dan O’Connor,  with corporate associates Ibrahim Elshamy,

Amy Luong and Adam Spaudling. The team also included partners Colin Chapman,

Mark Foster and Michael Richman, of counsel Anna Westfelt, and associates Emily

Lieberman, Cecilia Jeong, Sunny Kim, Ashley Nakamura, Anna He and Sofia Rattes.

https://techcrunch.com/2021/05/14/cisco-strikes-again-grabbing-threat-assessment-tool-kenna-security-as-third-acquisition-this-week/
https://techcrunch.com/2021/05/12/cisco-to-acquire-indy-startup-socio-to-bring-hybrid-events-to-webex/
https://www.gunder.com/en
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The Gunderson deal team representing Socio Labs was led by corporate partner

Michael Irvine and M&A associate Will Haynes and included of counsel Anna

Westfelt, and associates Laurel Fedder, Kelly Trimble, Cecilia Jeong, Peter Jung,

Sunny Kim, Harrison Hawkes, James Gately, Alex Lee and Chase Beckstead.
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© 2025 Gunderson Dettmer; all rights reserved.

4

Featured Insights

CLIENT NEWS

Brazilian Carbon Capture Company Mombak Announces $30M Financing

CLIENT NEWS

Africa B2B OmniRetail Announces $20M Financing

CLIENT NEWS

Glacier Announces Series A Financing to Expand Robot Recycling Fleet

CLIENT NEWS

Dataminr Announces $100M Investment Led by Fortress Investment Group

CLIENT NEWS

Omnidian Announces $87M Series C for Renewable Energy Performance

INSIGHTS

Splitting the Pie: How Savvy Founders Divide Ownership and Navigate Other

Founder Equity Decisions

CLIENT NEWS

Chainguard Announces $356 Million Series D Led by Kleiner Perkins and

IVP

INSIGHTS

Client Insight: California AI Transparency Act

INSIGHTS

Client Insight: Prepare for BE-10 Benchmark Survey of US Direct Investment

Abroad

INSIGHTS

Tech Brew Interviews Aaron Rubin in “Where the legal battle stands around

copyright and AI training”

CLIENT NEWS

https://www.gunder.com/en/news-insights/client-news/brazilian-carbon-capture-company-mombak-announces-dollar30m-financing
https://www.gunder.com/en/news-insights/client-news/africa-b2b-omniretail-announces-dollar20m-financing
https://www.gunder.com/en/news-insights/client-news/glacier-announces-series-a-financing-to-expand-robot-recycling-fleet
https://www.gunder.com/en/news-insights/client-news/dataminr-announces-dollar100m-investment-led-by-fortress-investment-group
https://www.gunder.com/en/news-insights/client-news/omnidian-announces-dollar87m-series-c-for-renewable-energy-performance
https://www.gunder.com/en/news-insights/insights/splitting-the-pie-how-savvy-founders-divide-ownership-and-navigate-other-founder-equity-decisions
https://www.gunder.com/en/news-insights/client-news/chainguard-announces-dollar356-million-series-d-led-by-kleiner-perkins-and-ivp
https://www.gunder.com/en/news-insights/insights/client-insight-california-ai-transparency-act
https://www.gunder.com/en/news-insights/insights/client-insight-prepare-for-be-10-benchmark-survey-of-us-direct-investment-abroad
https://www.gunder.com/en/news-insights/insights/tech-brew-interviews-aaron-rubin-in-where-the-legal-battle-stands-around-copyright-and-ai-training


© 2025 Gunderson Dettmer; all rights reserved.

5

C  S

Latin America Fintech Belvo Announces $15M Funding

INSIGHTS

Legal 500 Country Comparative Guides 2025: Venture Capital (Singapore)

https://www.gunder.com/en/news-insights/client-news/latin-america-fintech-belvo-announces-dollar15m-funding
https://www.gunder.com/en/news-insights/insights/legal-500-country-comparative-guides-2025-venture-capital-singapore

