Best Lawyers Recognizes 38 Gunderson
Dettmer Attorneys in the 2026 Best
Lawyers in America Guide

Firm News
August 21, 2025

Best Lawyers recognized 38 Gunderson Dettmer attorneys across both the 2026
editions of The Best Lawyers in America list, a representation of the top 5% of
lawyers across the United States, and Best Lawyers: Ones to Watch in America, a
recognition of attorneys who are earlier in their careers for outstanding professional
excellence in private practice in America.

This year’s recognition continued the legacy of celebrating exceptional legal
professionals who distinguished themselves through insight, expertise, and
commitment to excellence. Selected through a comprehensive peer-review process,
the honorees represented the highest caliber of the profession. The list highlighted
individual accomplishments while also illustrating the dynamic progression of the
legal field, underscoring the enduring values of integrity, capability, and dedication in
practice.

Congratulations to the following attorneys:

The Best Lawyers in America 2026:

Atlanta, GA
« John C. Yates

« International Mergers and Acquisitions


https://www.gunder.com/en

Austin, TX

« Wesley C. Watts
« Mergers and Acquisitions Law
« Venture Capital Law

Boston, MA

David D. Gammell

» Corporate Law
« Jay K. Hachigian
« Corporate Law
« Venture Capital Law
« Malcolm B. Nicholls Il
» Corporate Law
« Private Funds / Hedge Funds Law
« Venture Capital Law

o C. Max Perlman

Commercial Litigation

Employment Law - Individuals

Employment Law - Management

Litigation - Labor and Employment
Redwood City, CA
« Scott C. Dettmer

« Leveraged Buyouts and Private Equity Law

« Venture Capital Law



« Steven R. Franklin
« Venture Capital Law
« Sharon J. Hendricks
« Employee Benefits (ERISA) Law
« Andrew Y. Luh
« Mergers and Acquisitions Law
« Daniel E. O’'Connor
« Venture Capital Law
- Jeffrey R. Vetter
« Corporate Law
« Securities / Capital Markets Law
« Thomas F. Villeneuve
« Leveraged Buyouts and Private Equity Law
« Technology Law
« Venture Capital Law
San Diego, CA
e Ross L. Burningham
« Leveraged Buyouts and Private Equity Law
« Venture Capital Law
« Jeffrey C. Thacker
« Corporate Governance Law
San Francisco, CA

« Brooks Stough



Corporate Law

Leveraged Buyouts and Private Equity Law

Securities / Capital Markets Law

Venture Capital Law

2026 Ones to Watch Awards:

Atlanta, GA

« Matt Miehl
« Corporate Law
« Mergers and Acquisitions Law
« Technology Law

Harison D. Puder

» Corporate Law

« Mergers and Acquisitions Law

Brad Spinner
« Corporate Law

« Technology Law

John D. Taylor
« Corporate Law
o Technology Law

Alex Weaver

« Mergers and Acquisitions Law
« Venture Capital Law

Austin, TX



« Benjamin L. Cukerbaum
« Intellectual Property Law
« Mergers and Acquisitions Law
« Technology Law
e Luke Thomas
« Corporate Law
« Mergers and Acquisitions Law
Boston, MA
« Emmanuel M. Johnson
» Corporate Governance and Compliance Law
o Timothy J. Kulis
» Corporate Law
« Mark Macchi
o Labor and Employment Law - Management
o Litigation - Labor and Employment
Los Angeles, CA
« Jennifer Sayles Okorn
« Mergers and Acquisitions Law
New York, NY
« Emily E. Cabrera
« Corporate Law
« Jose J. Rivera

« Banking and Finance Law



Jeffrey I. Salomon

o Litigation - Labor and Employment

Aliya J. Sanders

o Intellectual Property Law

« Mergers and Acquisitions Law
« Venture Capital Law

Viviane K. Scott

o Commercial Litigation

« Labor and Employment Law - Employee

Caroline H. Shipman

« Securities / Capital Markets Law

Elena M. Vespoli
o Corporate Law
« Financial Services Regulation Law
Redwood City, CA
« Chase Beckstead
« Venture Capital Law
« Angela C. Griggs
« Intellectual Property Law
« Litigation - Patent
San Diego, CA
« Ryan M. Enchelmayer

« Technology Law



o Alex Lee

« Intellectual Property Law

Related People

Chase N. Beckstead
ASSOCIATE

P +1 650 463 5379

Ross L. Burningham
PARTNER

P +1 424 214 1800

Emily E. Cabrera
PARTNER

P +1 212 430 4201

Ben L. Cukerbaum
PARTNER

P +1 512 706 9988

Scott C. Dettmer
PARTNER EMERITUS

P +1 650 321 2400

Ryan M. Enchelmayer
PARTNER

P +1 858 436 8085

Steven R. Franklin
PARTNER

P +1 650 321 2400

David D. Gammell
PARTNER

P +1617 648 9127

Annela C Grinns
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ASSOCIATE
P 650-463-5342

Jay K. Hachigian
PARTNER

P +1617 648 9100

Sharon J. Hendricks
PARTNER

P +1 650 463 5252

EJ Johnson
ASSOCIATE

P +1 617 648 9209

Timothy J. Kulis
COUNSEL

P +1 617 648 9236

Alex Lee
ASSOCIATE

P +1 858 436 8057

Andrew Luh
PARTNER

P +1 650 463 5312

Mark Macchi
ASSOCIATE

P +1 617 648 9383

Matt Miehl
ASSOCIATE

P +1 404 566 7829

Malcolm B. Nicholls, IlI
PARTNER
P 4+1 AR17 RAQ Q17N
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Dan O’'Connor
PARTNER

P +1 650 463 5470

Jennifer Sayles Okorn
PARTNER

P +1 424 214 1797

Max Perlman
PARTNER

P +1 617 648 9350

Harison D. Puder
ASSOCIATE

P (404) 793-8536

Jose J. Rivera
PARTNER

P +1 212 430 3167

Jeff I. Salomon
OF COUNSEL

P +1 646 797 5514

Aliya J. Sanders
PARTNER

P +1212 430 3172

Viviane K. Scott
ASSOCIATE

P +1 415 801 4857

Caroline Shipman
ASSOCIATE

P +1 332 345 2576

Rradlev Sninner
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ASSOCIATE
P +1 404 566 7821

Brooks Stough
PARTNER

P +1 415 801 4850

John D. Taylor
ASSOCIATE

P +1 404 566 7820

Jeffrey C. Thacker
PARTNER

P +1 858 436 8064

Luke Thomas
PARTNER

P +1 512 706 9900

Elena M. Vespoli
ASSOCIATE

P +1 646 490 9092

Jeffrey R. Vetter
PARTNER

P +1 650 321 2400

Thomas F. Villeneuve
PARTNER

P +1 650 321 2400

Wesley C. Watts
PARTNER

P +1 512 706 9500

Alex Weaver
COUNSEL
P 4+1 AN BERA 7210

10


https://www.gunder.com/en/people/bradley-spinner
tel:%2B14045667821
https://www.gunder.com/en/people/brooks-stough
tel:%2B14158014850
https://www.gunder.com/en/people/john-taylor
tel:%2B14045667820
https://www.gunder.com/en/people/jeffrey-c-thacker
tel:%2B18584368064
https://www.gunder.com/en/people/luke-thomas
tel:%2B15127069900
https://www.gunder.com/en/people/elena-m-vespoli
tel:%2B16464909092
https://www.gunder.com/en/people/jeffrey-r-vetter
tel:%2B16503212400
https://www.gunder.com/en/people/thomas-f-villeneuve
tel:%2B16503212400
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https://www.gunder.com/en/people/alex-weaver
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John C. Yates
PARTNER

P +1 404 566 7814

Related Services

Al & Machine Learning

Corporate Governance & Strategy
Employment & Labor

Mergers & Acquisitions

North America

Seed, Venture and Growth Financings

Related Locations

Atlanta
Austin
Boston

Los Angeles
New York
San Diego

San Francisco

Featured Insights

EVENTS

Gunderson Dettmer Sponsors the Longwood Healthcare Leaders Boston
CEO Summit 2025

EVENTS
Gunderson Dettmer is Sponsoring Venture Atlanta 2025

EVENTS
Gunderson Dettmer and Alpha Edison Launch PitchLive.LA to Spotlight Pre-
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https://www.gunder.com/en/news-insights/events/gunderson-dettmer-and-alpha-edison-launch-pitchlivela-to-spotlight-pre-seed-and-seed-founders-during-la-tech-week

Seed and Seed Founders During LA Tech Week

EVENTS
Webinar: Latest Developments in Noncompete Law

CLIENT NEWS
DualEntry Emerges From Stealth With $90M Series A

FIRM NEWS
Recent Fund Formations Represented by Gunderson Dettmer*

CLIENT NEWS
Wavecrest Growth Partners Closes $450M Fund Ili

PUBLIC VENTURES

California Climate Disclosure Laws: CARB Posts Preliminary List of Potential
Reporting Entities and Stakeholder Survey

PUBLIC VENTURES
Client Insight: SEC Opens the Door to Mandatory Shareholder Arbitration

INSIGHTS
Client Insight: SEC Opens the Door to Mandatory Shareholder Arbitration

CLIENT NEWS
Further Ventures Invests in GRVT $19M Series A

CLIENT NEWS
Gunderson Client Mayfield Leads Numeral $35M Series B
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