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Paul Atkins Sworn In as SEC Chair

Posted in: SEC

Posted on: April 21, 2025

Following his narrow Senate confirmation by a 52-44 party-line vote on April 9, 2025,

Paul Atkins, who previously served as a Republican commissioner from 2002 to

2008, was sworn in today as the next SEC chair, replacing current SEC Acting Chair

Mark Uyeda. The SEC’s press release contains additional biographical data.

Atkins has long been an outspoken advocate for the need to reduce barriers to

capital formation in both public and private capital markets. During his confirmation

hearing, he contended that “the current regulatory environment for our financial

system inhibits investment and too often punishes success. Unclear, overly

politicized, complicated and burdensome regulations are stifling capital formation,

while American investors are flooded with disclosures that do the opposite of helping

them understand the true risks of an investment.” Under his chairmanship, Atkins

pledged to “reset priorities and return common sense to the SEC,” “keep politics out

of how our securities laws and regulations are applied” and “advance clear rules of

the road that encourage investment in our economy to the benefit of all Americans.”

Following the vote, Senate Banking Committee Chair Tim Scott issued the following

statement:

“Paul Atkins brings a wealth of experience and dedication to safeguarding our

capital markets. His tenure will mark a pivotal moment to roll back harmful

Biden-era policies, promote capital formation and enhance opportunities for

retail investors. Chairman Atkins will also provide regulatory clarity for digital

assets, allowing American innovation to flourish, and ensuring we remain

competitive on the global stage. I look forward to collaborating with Chairman
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Atkins to reignite our capital markets, which are vital for economic growth, job

creation and innovation.”

In a joint statement, current SEC Commissioners Uyeda, Peirce and Crenshaw

welcomed Atkins back to the agency:

“A veteran of our Commission, we look forward to him joining with us, along with

our dedicated staff, to fulfill our mission on behalf of the investing public.”

The SEC is currently operating without the full complement of five commissioners.

Commissioner Crenshaw, the agency’s sole Democrat, is occupying an already

expired term, while the other Democratic position on the Commission remains

unfilled. The White House has not yet moved to fill either Democratic position.

Legal Disclaimer: Gunderson Dettmer Stough Villeneuve Franklin & Hachigian, LLP

(“Gunderson”) has provided these materials for general informational purposes only

and not as legal advice. Our provision and your use of these materials do not create

an attorney-client relationship between Gunderson and you. These materials may not

reflect the most current legal developments and knowledge, and accordingly, you

should seek legal counsel before using or relying on these materials or the

information contained herein. Gunderson assumes no responsibility for any

consequences of your use or reliance on these materials.

Featured Insights

EVENTS

Gunderson Dettmer and Alpha Edison Launch PitchLive.LA to Spotlight Pre-

Seed and Seed Founders During LA Tech Week

EVENTS

PLI’s Noncompetes and Restrictive Covenants 2025: An In-Depth Look into

https://www.sec.gov/newsroom/speeches-statements/commissioners-welcome-atkins-040925?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.gunder.com/en/news-insights/events/gunderson-dettmer-and-alpha-edison-launch-pitchlivela-to-spotlight-pre-seed-and-seed-founders-during-la-tech-week
https://www.gunder.com/en/news-insights/events/plis-noncompetes-and-restrictive-covenants-2025-an-in-depth-look-into-what-every-lawyer-human-resources-professional-and-key-strategic-decisionmaker-needs-to-know


© 2025 Gunderson Dettmer; all rights reserved.

3

What Every Lawyer, Human Resources Professional, and Key Strategic

Decisionmaker Needs to Know

INSIGHTS

Gunderson Dettmer Releases 2025 Mid-Year Venture Capital Report

INSIGHTS

The Power of Focus: Founding partner Tom Villeneuve reflects on the last 30

years

PUBLIC VENTURES

‘A New Day at the SEC’: New SEC Rulemaking Agenda Outlines Chair

Atkins’s (De)Regulatory Priorities Through April 2026

INSIGHTS

The American Lawyer Features Jeff Higgins in “While Venture Capital

Activity Slows, Gunderson Has No Intention of Moving Away From the

‘Innovation Economy’”

PUBLIC VENTURES

California Climate Disclosure Laws: CARB Releases Clarifying Guidance for

Inaugural Climate Risk Reports Due January 1, 2026

CLIENT NEWS

Gunderson Dettmer represented Statsig in its $1.1B acquisition by OpenAI

CLIENT NEWS

Prosus Leads Intella $12.5M Series A with Participation from HearstLab

EVENTS

Gunderson Dettmer Partner Maggie White Co-Leads a Roundtable To

Discuss “Secondaries, Liquidity & the Pressure Cook”

CLIENT NEWS

Commonwealth Fusion Systems Announces $863M Series B2

CLIENT NEWS

Mexico-Based Auto Insurer Momento Seguros Raises $10M Series A

https://www.gunder.com/en/news-insights/events/plis-noncompetes-and-restrictive-covenants-2025-an-in-depth-look-into-what-every-lawyer-human-resources-professional-and-key-strategic-decisionmaker-needs-to-know
https://www.gunder.com/en/news-insights/insights/gunderson-dettmer-releases-2025-mid-year-venture-capital-report
https://www.gunder.com/en/news-insights/insights/the-power-of-focus-founding-partner-tom-villeneuve-reflects-on-the-last-30-years
https://www.gunder.com/en/news-insights/blogs/public-ventures/a-new-day-at-the-sec-new-sec-rulemaking-agenda-outlines-chair-atkinss-deregulatory-priorities-through-april-2026
https://www.gunder.com/en/news-insights/insights/the-american-lawyer-features-jeff-higgins-in-while-venture-capital-activity-slows-gunderson-has-no-intention-of-moving-away-from-the-innovation-economy
https://www.gunder.com/en/news-insights/blogs/public-ventures/california-climate-disclosure-laws-carb-releases-clarifying-guidance-for-inaugural-climate-risk-reports-due-january-1-2026
https://www.gunder.com/en/news-insights/client-news/gunderson-dettmer-represented-statsig-in-its-1-1-billion-dollar-acquisition-by-openai
https://www.gunder.com/en/news-insights/client-news/prosus-leads-intella-12-5-million-dollar-series-a-with-participation-from-hearstlab
https://www.gunder.com/en/news-insights/events/gunderson-dettmer-partner-maggie-white-co-leads-a-roundtable-to-discuss-secondaries-liquidity-and-the-pressure-cook
https://www.gunder.com/en/news-insights/client-news/commonwealth-fusion-systems-announces-863-million-dollar-series-b2
https://www.gunder.com/en/news-insights/client-news/mexico-based-auto-insurer-momento-seguros-raises-dollar10m-series-a


© 2025 Gunderson Dettmer; all rights reserved.

4


