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Biopharmaceutical Company Affinivax
Announces $3.3B Acquisition by GSK

Client News

May 31, 2022

Affinivax, Inc., a biopharmaceutical company which Gunderson Dettmer has

represented since its incorporation, announced on May 31stthat it signed a definitive

agreement to be acquired by GSK, a global healthcare company, for $3.3 billion. The

acquisition of Affinivax will enable GSK to gain access to the next-generation 24-

valent pneumococcal vaccine candidate in phase II development and the highly

innovative, MAPSTM
 technology. GSK will pay $2.1 billion upfront and up to $1.2

billion in potential development milestones.

In the announcement of the acquisition, CEO of Affinivax Steven Brugger said, “Over

the past eight years, we have taken that vision from the initial development of our

MAPS™ vaccine platform at Boston Children’s Hospital to a pipeline of novel

vaccines with our lead vaccine candidate in late-stage clinical studies. We are proud

that GSK has recognized our team’s accomplishments and are confident that GSK is

an ideal new home for our MAPS platform and the team behind its success. GSK’s

significant capabilities will enable continued advances with MAPS to improve existing

vaccines – as is the case with our lead Streptococcus pneumoniae MAPS vaccine

program – and develop vaccines that combat novel and resistant infectious diseases

for which there are no effective immunization strategies available today.”

The Gunderson deal team was led by Tim Ehrlich and included corporate

associates Graham Rogers, Gabriella Stearns and Sandra Lucero, M&A partner

Andrew Luh and associates Matt Martinez and Alice Billmire, public companies

partner Keith Scherer and associate John Maciejewski, tax/ fund partner Mark Foster

and associate Morgan Otway, executive compensation partner Jim Hauser and
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associate Chris Shin, labor and employment partner Natalie Pierce and associate Jeff

Salomon, and tech/IP associates Beatrice Igne-Bianchi, Julie Bateman, Rithika

Kulathila, Keon L. Seif-Naraghi, Lydia Carnvale, and Shagun Parekh.

Companies:

Affinivax

GSK

Related People

Timothy H. Ehrlich

PARTNER

P +1 617 648 9399

Graham G. Rogers

ASSOCIATE

P +1 617 648 9332

Sandra Lucero

ASSOCIATE

P +1 617 648 9221

Andrew Luh

PARTNER

P +1 650 463 5312

Matthew G. Martinez

COUNSEL

P +1 415 801 4865

Keith J. Scherer

PARTNER

P +1 617 648 9231

John E. Maciejewski

ASSOCIATE

P +1 617 648 9242

Mark M. Foster

PARTNER

https://affinivax.com/
https://www.gsk.com/en-gb/
https://www.gunder.com/en/people/timothy-h-ehrlich
tel:%2B16176489399
https://www.gunder.com/en/people/graham-g-rogers
tel:%2B16176489332
https://www.gunder.com/en/people/sandra-lucero
tel:%2B16176489221
https://www.gunder.com/en/people/andrew-luh
tel:%2B16504635312
https://www.gunder.com/en/people/matthew-g-martinez
tel:%2B14158014865
https://www.gunder.com/en/people/keith-j-scherer
tel:%2B16176489231
https://www.gunder.com/en/people/john-e-maciejewski
tel:%2B16176489242
https://www.gunder.com/en/people/mark-m-foster


© 2025 Gunderson Dettmer; all rights reserved.

3

PARTNER

P +1 650 463 5343

Morgan L. Otway

ASSOCIATE

P +1 212 430 4206

Jim Hauser

PARTNER

P +1 617 648 9146

Natalie A. Pierce

PARTNER

P +1 415 801 4920

Jeff I. Salomon

OF COUNSEL

P +1 646 797 5514

Related Services

Late-Stage Company

Life Sciences Licensing & Strategic Partnering

Mergers & Acquisitions

Featured Insights

CLIENT NEWS

Brazilian Carbon Capture Company Mombak Announces $30M Financing

CLIENT NEWS

Africa B2B OmniRetail Announces $20M Financing

CLIENT NEWS

Glacier Announces Series A Financing to Expand Robot Recycling Fleet

CLIENT NEWS

tel:%2B16504635343
https://www.gunder.com/en/people/morgan-l-otway
tel:%2B12124304206
https://www.gunder.com/en/people/jim-hauser
tel:%2B16176489146
https://www.gunder.com/en/people/natalie-a-pierce
tel:%2B14158014920
https://www.gunder.com/en/people/jeff-i-salomon
tel:%2B16467975514
https://www.gunder.com/en/services/focus-areas/late-stage-company
https://www.gunder.com/en/services/focus-areas/life-sciences-licensing-strategic-partnering
https://www.gunder.com/en/services/focus-areas/mergers-acquisitions
https://www.gunder.com/en/news-insights/client-news/brazilian-carbon-capture-company-mombak-announces-dollar30m-financing
https://www.gunder.com/en/news-insights/client-news/africa-b2b-omniretail-announces-dollar20m-financing
https://www.gunder.com/en/news-insights/client-news/glacier-announces-series-a-financing-to-expand-robot-recycling-fleet


© 2025 Gunderson Dettmer; all rights reserved.

4

Dataminr Announces $100M Investment Led by Fortress Investment Group

CLIENT NEWS

Omnidian Announces $87M Series C for Renewable Energy Performance

INSIGHTS

Splitting the Pie: How Savvy Founders Divide Ownership and Navigate Other

Founder Equity Decisions

CLIENT NEWS

Chainguard Announces $356 Million Series D Led by Kleiner Perkins and

IVP

INSIGHTS

Client Insight: California AI Transparency Act

INSIGHTS

Client Insight: Prepare for BE-10 Benchmark Survey of US Direct Investment

Abroad

INSIGHTS

Tech Brew Interviews Aaron Rubin in “Where the legal battle stands around

copyright and AI training”

CLIENT NEWS

Latin America Fintech Belvo Announces $15M Funding

INSIGHTS

Legal 500 Country Comparative Guides 2025: Venture Capital (Singapore)

https://www.gunder.com/en/news-insights/client-news/dataminr-announces-dollar100m-investment-led-by-fortress-investment-group
https://www.gunder.com/en/news-insights/client-news/omnidian-announces-dollar87m-series-c-for-renewable-energy-performance
https://www.gunder.com/en/news-insights/insights/splitting-the-pie-how-savvy-founders-divide-ownership-and-navigate-other-founder-equity-decisions
https://www.gunder.com/en/news-insights/client-news/chainguard-announces-dollar356-million-series-d-led-by-kleiner-perkins-and-ivp
https://www.gunder.com/en/news-insights/insights/client-insight-california-ai-transparency-act
https://www.gunder.com/en/news-insights/insights/client-insight-prepare-for-be-10-benchmark-survey-of-us-direct-investment-abroad
https://www.gunder.com/en/news-insights/insights/tech-brew-interviews-aaron-rubin-in-where-the-legal-battle-stands-around-copyright-and-ai-training
https://www.gunder.com/en/news-insights/client-news/latin-america-fintech-belvo-announces-dollar15m-funding
https://www.gunder.com/en/news-insights/insights/legal-500-country-comparative-guides-2025-venture-capital-singapore

