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Gunderson Dettmer Announces Seven
Newly Elected Partners

Firm News

December 14, 2023

Gunderson Dettmer has elected seven new partners, effective January 1, 2024.

These newly promoted partners serve clients throughout the innovation economy

from several of the firm’s core practices: Corporate & Securities, Fund Formation,

Mergers & Acquisitions and Strategic Transactions & Licensing.

“We are proud to welcome this talented class of new Gunderson partners,” said David

T. Young, Gunderson Dettmer’s Managing Partner. “They are outstanding lawyers in

their respective practice areas and actively promote the culture and values of the

firm.  We look forward to their continued contributions to clients, the firm and the

broader innovation economy.”

The new partners are:

Ben Cukerbaum, Strategic Transactions & Licensing, Austin. Ben represents

companies in transactions involving the development, acquisition and

commercialization of emerging technologies with a particular focus on AI and

blockchain technologies. He also provides product counseling on matters such as

data privacy and open-source software. In addition, Ben advises leading venture

capital funds on their investments in technology businesses.

Jason Ford, Fund Formation, Northern California. Jason helps venture capital and

private equity firms with the formation, organization and operation of funds and their

general partner and related management company entities. He advises funds in all

aspects of their operations, including compliance with securities laws and ERISA

requirements, and related reporting obligations. Additionally, Jason counsels firms on

https://www.gunder.com/ben-l-cukerbaum/
https://www.gunder.com/jason-c-ford/
https://www.gunder.com/en
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governance matters, including the admission and withdrawal of managers, hiring and

departure of employees, and the issuance of carried interest.

David Moore, Mergers & Acquisitions, Los Angeles. David represents technology and

other companies in mergers and acquisitions. He advises sellers, buyers and

investors in mergers, stock purchases, asset sales and other strategic transactions.

His clients have included consumer internet, software, defense technology,

telecommunications and entertainment companies, as well as venture capital firms,

financial institutions and industrial companies.

Christopher Partin, Fund Formation, Northern California. Christopher’s practice

focuses on the formation and structuring of venture capital and growth equity funds

and their related general partner and management company entities, as well as all

aspects of their day-to-day operations. Christopher also counsels clients on corporate

governance matters, securities laws and regulations and other aspects of the

regulatory framework applicable to the formation and operation of investment funds.

Jose Rivera, Corporate & Securities, New York. Jose represents emerging growth

companies and venture capital and other private equity funds. He has significant

experience representing both companies and investors in early-stage and growth

stage venture financings, M&A transactions, public market transactions and reporting

and corporate governance matters.  His clients include technology companies from

the finance, healthcare, robotics, climate, consumer internet, software and

entertainment industries and leading venture capital and other private equity funds.

Sogoal Salari, Corporate & Securities, Northern California. Sogoal represents

emerging growth companies in various sectors, including consumer internet,

software, health care and financial technology. She provides corporate and

governance advice to founders throughout the growth lifecycle, including managing

venture capital financings and M&A and other transactions. She also represents

several leading venture capital firms.

Jennifer Sayles Okorn, Mergers & Acquisitions, Los Angeles. Jennifer represents

technology, emerging growth and other companies in mergers and acquisitions. She

advises sellers, buyers and investors in mergers, stock purchases, asset sales and

other strategic transactions. She also advises clients on general corporate and

governance matters. Her clients include high-growth companies in the consumer

internet, software, telecommunications and entertainment sectors, as well as venture

capital firms.

About Gunderson Dettmer

https://www.gunder.com/david-s-moore/
https://www.gunder.com/christopher-r-partin/
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https://www.gunder.com/jennifer-sayles-okorn/
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Gunderson Dettmer is the preeminent international law firm with an exclusive focus

on the innovation economy. The firm serves market-leading venture capital and

growth equity investors and pioneering companies through inception, growth and

maturity, as well as groundbreaking public companies that result from the global

venture capital ecosystem. The firm’s clear-cut focus and well-honed technical skill

enables an accelerated pace and unmatched efficiency, delivering best-in-class value

at each phase of a client’s business.

Related People

Ben L. Cukerbaum

PARTNER

P +1 512 706 9988

Jason C. Ford

PARTNER

P +1 650 324 5127

David S. Moore

PARTNER

P +1 424 214 1735

Christopher R. Partin

PARTNER

P +1 650 463 5345

Jose J. Rivera

PARTNER

P +1 212 430 3167

Sogoal A. Salari

PARTNER

P +1 650 473 5865

Jennifer Sayles Okorn

PARTNER

P +1 424 214 1797

http://www.gunder.com/
https://www.gunder.com/en/people/ben-l-cukerbaum
tel:%2B15127069988
https://www.gunder.com/en/people/jason-c-ford
tel:%2B16503245127
https://www.gunder.com/en/people/david-s-moore
tel:%2B14242141735
https://www.gunder.com/en/people/christopher-r-partin
tel:%2B16504635345
https://www.gunder.com/en/people/jose-j-rivera
tel:%2B12124303167
https://www.gunder.com/en/people/sogoal-a-salari
tel:%2B16504735865
https://www.gunder.com/en/people/jennifer-sayles-okorn
tel:%2B14242141797


© 2025 Gunderson Dettmer; all rights reserved.

4

Featured Insights

CLIENT NEWS

Brazilian Carbon Capture Company Mombak Announces $30M Financing

CLIENT NEWS

Africa B2B OmniRetail Announces $20M Financing

CLIENT NEWS

Glacier Announces Series A Financing to Expand Robot Recycling Fleet

CLIENT NEWS

Dataminr Announces $100M Investment Led by Fortress Investment Group

CLIENT NEWS

Omnidian Announces $87M Series C for Renewable Energy Performance

INSIGHTS

Splitting the Pie: How Savvy Founders Divide Ownership and Navigate Other

Founder Equity Decisions

CLIENT NEWS

Chainguard Announces $356 Million Series D Led by Kleiner Perkins and

IVP

INSIGHTS

Client Insight: California AI Transparency Act

INSIGHTS

Client Insight: Prepare for BE-10 Benchmark Survey of US Direct Investment

Abroad

INSIGHTS

Tech Brew Interviews Aaron Rubin in “Where the legal battle stands around

copyright and AI training”

CLIENT NEWS

https://www.gunder.com/en/news-insights/client-news/brazilian-carbon-capture-company-mombak-announces-dollar30m-financing
https://www.gunder.com/en/news-insights/client-news/africa-b2b-omniretail-announces-dollar20m-financing
https://www.gunder.com/en/news-insights/client-news/glacier-announces-series-a-financing-to-expand-robot-recycling-fleet
https://www.gunder.com/en/news-insights/client-news/dataminr-announces-dollar100m-investment-led-by-fortress-investment-group
https://www.gunder.com/en/news-insights/client-news/omnidian-announces-dollar87m-series-c-for-renewable-energy-performance
https://www.gunder.com/en/news-insights/insights/splitting-the-pie-how-savvy-founders-divide-ownership-and-navigate-other-founder-equity-decisions
https://www.gunder.com/en/news-insights/client-news/chainguard-announces-dollar356-million-series-d-led-by-kleiner-perkins-and-ivp
https://www.gunder.com/en/news-insights/insights/client-insight-california-ai-transparency-act
https://www.gunder.com/en/news-insights/insights/client-insight-prepare-for-be-10-benchmark-survey-of-us-direct-investment-abroad
https://www.gunder.com/en/news-insights/insights/tech-brew-interviews-aaron-rubin-in-where-the-legal-battle-stands-around-copyright-and-ai-training


© 2025 Gunderson Dettmer; all rights reserved.

5

Latin America Fintech Belvo Announces $15M Funding

INSIGHTS

Legal 500 Country Comparative Guides 2025: Venture Capital (Singapore)

https://www.gunder.com/en/news-insights/client-news/latin-america-fintech-belvo-announces-dollar15m-funding
https://www.gunder.com/en/news-insights/insights/legal-500-country-comparative-guides-2025-venture-capital-singapore

