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Lara Alice Pender
(she/her)

PARTNER

Ann Arbor

P +1 734 585 2240

Lara specializes in structuring complex and late-
stage investments. She has particular experience
with cross-border transactions as well as
investments in the climate space.

Lara started her career in London, where she advised U.S. private equity funds on

their acquisitions and divestitures of European assets. Since moving to the United

States, Lara has split her time between the Bay Area and the Midwest. She often

works across jurisdictional borders, representing foreign funds investing in U.S.

businesses, U.S. funds investing in foreign businesses, and foreign businesses

seeking U.S. funding. She also has deep experience in the green-energy space and

frequently represents investors in climate-friendly businesses.

Lara teaches a course on late-stage venture capital issues at the University of

Michigan Law School. She also serves on the advisory board of the University’s

Accelerate Blue Fund, an evergreen early stage fund that invests in technology

developed at the University of Michigan.

https://www.gunder.com/en/locations/ann-arbor
tel:%2B17345852240
https://www.gunder.com/en
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Lara is recognized by Legal 500 in both the Venture Capital & Emerging Companies

and the Private Equity Buyouts categories, where she is referred to as “very efficient”

and “responsive” and commended for “leveraging associates while providing strategic

guidance.”

Credentials

EDUCATION

University of Law, London, LL.B.

Trinity College Dublin, B.A., Economics

BAR ADMISSIONS

California

Michigan

England and Wales

Focus Areas

Seed, Venture and Growth Financings

Fund Investments in Companies

Related News & Insights

EVENTS

Michigan Tech Week

FIRM NEWS

Gunderson Dettmer Commemorates 2023 Pride Month – Strength in

Solidarity

FIRM NEWS

Law 360 Features Lara Pender as Gunderson’s Newest Growth Equity

Partner

https://www.gunder.com/en/services/focus-areas/seed-venture-and-growth-financings
https://www.gunder.com/en/services/focus-areas/fund-investments-in-companies
https://www.gunder.com/en/news-insights/events/michigan-tech-week
https://www.gunder.com/en/news-insights/firm-news/gunderson-dettmer-commemorates-2023-pride-month-strength-in-solidarity
https://www.gunder.com/en/news-insights/firm-news/law-360-features-lara-pender-as-gundersons-newest-growth-equity-partner
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FIRM NEWS

Lara Pender Joins Gunderson Dettmer’s Market-Leading Venture Capital &

Growth Equity Practice

CLIENT NEWS

Vambe Raises $14M Series A Led by Monashees

CLIENT NEWS

Cenit Announces $1.8M Seed Financing

CLIENT NEWS

Brazil-Based BHub Announces $10M Pre-Series B

CLIENT NEWS

Frontier Growth Leads Sprocket Sports Series A

CLIENT NEWS

Nudge Security Raises $22.5M Series A Led by Cerberus Ventures

CLIENT NEWS

ECP Growth Co-Leads Shipday $7M Series A

FIRM NEWS

Q3 2025 PitchBook Global League Tables Recognizes Gunderson Dettmer

as Leading Law Firm

CLIENT NEWS

Neros Announces $75M Series B Led by Sequoia Capital

CLIENT NEWS

VeroSkills Announces $5.3M Series Seed Financing

CLIENT NEWS

OLX Invests in CredAluga

CLIENT NEWS

Frontier Growth Leads PodPlay $8M Series A

https://www.gunder.com/en/news-insights/firm-news/lara-pender-joins-gunderson-dettmers-market-leading-venture-capital-growth-equity-practice
https://www.gunder.com/en/news-insights/client-news/vambe-raises-14-million-usd-series-a-led-by-monashees
https://www.gunder.com/en/news-insights/client-news/cenit-announces-18-million-usd-seed-financing
https://www.gunder.com/en/news-insights/client-news/brazil-based-bhub-announces-10-million-dollar-pre-series-b
https://www.gunder.com/en/news-insights/client-news/frontier-growth-leads-sprocket-sports-series-a
https://www.gunder.com/en/news-insights/client-news/nudge-security-raises-22-5-million-dollar-series-a-led-by-cerberus-ventures
https://www.gunder.com/en/news-insights/client-news/ecp-growth-co-leads-shipday-7-million-dollar-series-a
https://www.gunder.com/en/news-insights/firm-news/q3-2025-pitchbook-global-league-tables-recognizes-gunderson-dettmer-as-leading-law-firm
https://www.gunder.com/en/news-insights/client-news/neros-announces-75-million-dollar-series-b-led-by-sequoia-capital
https://www.gunder.com/en/news-insights/client-news/veroskills-announces-5-3-million-dollar-series-seed-financing
https://www.gunder.com/en/news-insights/client-news/olx-invests-in-credaluga
https://www.gunder.com/en/news-insights/client-news/frontier-growth-leads-podplay-8-million-dollar-series-a
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CLIENT NEWS

Prosus Ventures Expands Commitment to Endowus with Third Investment

https://www.gunder.com/en/news-insights/client-news/prosus-ventures-expands-commitment-to-endowus-with-third-investment

