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Ryan is a partner in the Strategic Transactions &
Licensing group.

Ryan’s practice focuses on life sciences transactions and other strategic deals. Ryan

works with innovative life sciences companies across a range of markets, locations

and stages of development to in-license, sponsor, research, develop, protect,

manufacture, scale up, market and sell, distribute, license-out and further

commercialize their successful programs, products and service offerings. Ryan also

helps life science and other technology-driven companies to partner and build new

programs and collaborations, to acquire assets, products, programs and businesses,

to prepare for and engage in strategic sale and related transactions, and to procure,

scaffold and deploy supporting technologies, components, development, supply and

other critical services relationships and key dependencies.

He represents public and private companies, founders, investors, buyers, sellers and

other interest holders in a variety of industries and stages, and regularly counsels

them on the development, protection, sharing and enforcement of their important

technologies and IP rights.

https://www.gunder.com/en/locations/san-diego
tel:%2B18584368085
https://www.gunder.com/en
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Ryan received his J.D. from Berkeley Law (University of California, Berkeley, School

of Law), where he was a member of the Berkeley Technology Law Journal and the

Berkeley Business Law Journal. Prior to law school, he graduated summa cum laude

from UCSD (University of California, San Diego), where he was elected to Phi Beta

Kappa. Ryan is also a member of the California Lawyers for the Arts (CLA), San

Diego Steering Committee.

Prior to joining Gunderson Dettmer, Ryan was an attorney in the Life Sciences and

Healthcare and IP Transactions and Licensing practices of Paul Hastings LLP, where

he also focused on life sciences, technology and commercial transactions, in addition

to advising clients on trademark strategies and prosecution matters, licensing and

settlements in connection with the resolution of IP-related disputes, and also

coordinated San Diego pro bono initiatives. 
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Experience

Ryan’s practice includes helping obtain foundational licenses and counseling

start-up clients through their earliest stages of development, including the

negotiation of numerous licenses, sponsored research and other key

development and supply-related transactions with various universities, research

and health institutions, such as: UC Berkeley, UCSD, UCLA and other University

of California campuses and groups, Stanford University, Harvard University,

Columbia University, Scripps Research (formerly The Scripps Research

Institute), University of Notre Dame, University of Florida, University of

Connecticut, University of Cincinnati, University of Portland, and other U.S. and

non-U.S. public and private universities and colleges. Ryan has also negotiated

licensing, collaboration and other material strategic deals opposite companies

such as Illumina, Sanofi, Novartis, United Therapeutics, AbbVie, Exact Sciences,

BioMarin, and other leading companies in their respective fields.

He has negotiated pharmaceutical and medical device product, program and

related supply-chain acquisitions, representing major industry leaders (e.g.,

Merck, Organon, and Merck Animal Health, etc.) and other public and private

pharmaceutical companies, as well as helping founders build and finance

businesses around pharmaceutical program acquisitions (including from publicly-

traded sellers as Novartis and Verastem Oncology). He has also worked on

major collaborative development projects for clients such as Amgen and

deCODE genetics, partnering with university, health system and other major

biotech and pharmaceutical development companies (such as AbbVie,

AstraZeneca, Bayer, and others) to facilitate whole genome sequencing (WGS)

of an unprecedented number of samples with resulting data for use in drug

discovery and therapeutic development. Ryan has also negotiated and closed a

number of biotech royalty and milestone acquisition transactions.

Ryan also has extensive private equity experience (including significant

transaction experience representing life sciences, healthcare and other

technology-focused private equity buyers and sellers, as well as representing

companies in the fields of life sciences, healthcare and other health-involved

fields) and other life sciences and technology-focused strategic and complex

M&A transactions. He has also counseled and negotiated many other forms of

commercial, development, licensing and related transactions through a broad

range of domestic and international deals, including complex carve-out M&A

transactions, cross-licensing arrangements and collaborations, investments,

manufacturing and supply arrangements, services, investment financings,
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lending transactions (representing borrowers, lenders and other interested

parties) and other IP-focused transactions and relationships.

Credentials

EDUCATION

University of California, Berkeley, School of Law, J.D.

Berkeley Technology Law Journal

Berkeley Business Law Journal

University of California, San Diego

summa cum laude

Phi Beta Kappa

BAR ADMISSIONS

California

ACHIEVEMENTS

Ryan is a member of the California Lawyers for the Arts (CLA), San Diego

Steering Committee. 

Focus Areas

Life Sciences Licensing & Strategic Partnering

Strategic Transactions & Licensing

Mergers & Acquisitions

Fund Investments in Companies

Seed, Venture and Growth Financings

Life Sciences

Related News & Insights

CLIENT NEWS

Gunderson Dettmer Client JenaValve Enters Agreement to be Acquired by

Edwards Lifesciences

CLIENT NEWS

https://www.gunder.com/en/services/focus-areas/life-sciences-licensing-strategic-partnering
https://www.gunder.com/en/services/focus-areas/strategic-transactions-licensing
https://www.gunder.com/en/services/focus-areas/mergers-acquisitions
https://www.gunder.com/en/services/focus-areas/fund-investments-in-companies
https://www.gunder.com/en/services/focus-areas/seed-venture-and-growth-financings
https://www.gunder.com/en/services/focus-areas/life-sciences
https://www.gunder.com/en/news-insights/client-news/gunderson-dettmer-client-jenavalve-enters-agreement-to-be-acquired-by-edwards-lifesciences
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BillionToOne Announces $130M Series D

CLIENT NEWS

Veradigm Acquires ScienceIO for $140M

CLIENT NEWS

De-Extinction Company Colossal Biosciences Announces $150M Series B

Financing

CLIENT NEWS

BillionToOne Announces $48.5M Equity and $35M Debt Financing for Next-

Gen Molecular Diagnostics

FIRM NEWS

Gunderson Dettmer Announces 11 New Elected Partners

CLIENT NEWS

BillionToOne Raises $125M Series C Financing

CLIENT NEWS

Brazilian Carbon Capture Company Mombak Announces $30M Financing

CLIENT NEWS

Africa B2B OmniRetail Announces $20M Financing

CLIENT NEWS

Glacier Announces Series A Financing to Expand Robot Recycling Fleet

CLIENT NEWS

Dataminr Announces $100M Investment Led by Fortress Investment Group

CLIENT NEWS

Omnidian Announces $87M Series C for Renewable Energy Performance

INSIGHTS

Splitting the Pie: How Savvy Founders Divide Ownership and Navigate Other

Founder Equity Decisions

https://www.gunder.com/en/news-insights/client-news/billiontoone-announces-dollar130m-series-d
https://www.gunder.com/en/news-insights/client-news/veradigm-acquires-scienceio-for-dollar140m
https://www.gunder.com/en/news-insights/client-news/de-extinction-company-colossal-biosciences-announces-150m-series-b-financing
https://www.gunder.com/en/news-insights/client-news/billiontoone-announces-48-5m-equity-and-35m-debt-financing-for-next-gen-molecular-diagnostics
https://www.gunder.com/en/news-insights/firm-news/gunderson-dettmer-announces-11-new-elected-partners
https://www.gunder.com/en/news-insights/client-news/billiontoone-raises-125m-series-c-financing
https://www.gunder.com/en/news-insights/client-news/brazilian-carbon-capture-company-mombak-announces-dollar30m-financing
https://www.gunder.com/en/news-insights/client-news/africa-b2b-omniretail-announces-dollar20m-financing
https://www.gunder.com/en/news-insights/client-news/glacier-announces-series-a-financing-to-expand-robot-recycling-fleet
https://www.gunder.com/en/news-insights/client-news/dataminr-announces-dollar100m-investment-led-by-fortress-investment-group
https://www.gunder.com/en/news-insights/client-news/omnidian-announces-dollar87m-series-c-for-renewable-energy-performance
https://www.gunder.com/en/news-insights/insights/splitting-the-pie-how-savvy-founders-divide-ownership-and-navigate-other-founder-equity-decisions
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CLIENT NEWS

Chainguard Announces $356 Million Series D Led by Kleiner Perkins and

IVP

INSIGHTS

Client Insight: California AI Transparency Act

INSIGHTS

Client Insight: Prepare for BE-10 Benchmark Survey of US Direct Investment

Abroad

CLIENT NEWS

Latin America Fintech Belvo Announces $15M Funding

CLIENT NEWS

Gunderson Dettmer Represents Addition and a16z in Base Power $200M

Series B Financing

CLIENT NEWS

Ripple Announces Agreement to Acquire Hidden Road for $1.25B

https://www.gunder.com/en/news-insights/client-news/chainguard-announces-dollar356-million-series-d-led-by-kleiner-perkins-and-ivp
https://www.gunder.com/en/news-insights/insights/client-insight-california-ai-transparency-act
https://www.gunder.com/en/news-insights/insights/client-insight-prepare-for-be-10-benchmark-survey-of-us-direct-investment-abroad
https://www.gunder.com/en/news-insights/client-news/latin-america-fintech-belvo-announces-dollar15m-funding
https://www.gunder.com/en/news-insights/client-news/gunderson-dettmer-represents-addition-and-a16z-in-base-power-200m-dollar-series-b-financing
https://www.gunder.com/en/news-insights/client-news/ripple-announces-agreement-to-acquire-hidden-road-for-dollar125b

