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Melissa is a Practice Innovation Attorney.

Melissa is the Practice Innovation Attorney for the firm’s M&A practice. In this role,
Melissa is focused on supporting the needs of the firm and its clients by creating and
managing resources, driving knowledge-sharing processes and solutions, and
establishing best practices that optimize client value.

Melissa has significant experience leading knowledge management efforts,
supporting attorney development, and managing transactions and teams. Prior to
joining Gunderson Dettmer, Melissa was Special Counsel and Knowledge
Management Attorney for the emerging companies and venture capital practice at
Sidley Austin. Additionally, Melissa created the inaugural associate development role
at Cooley, designing and developing an internal work allocation, utilization,
experience, and performance management tracking system and overseeing staffing
and career development for junior associates.

Melissa also has extensive experience as a practicing attorney. She was an
associate at Fenwick & West and O’Melveny & Myers where she specialized in M&A
transactions across a broad range of industries, managed all aspects of numerous
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deals, and represented buyers and sellers in mergers, stock and asset purchases,
and other strategic transactions. She also has experience as an in-house corporate
attorney at a publicly-traded company.

Credentials

EDUCATION

« University of Pennsylvania Carey Law School, J.D.
cum laude
Editor, University of Pennsylvania Law Review

« Stanford University, A.B., History
with honors
with distinction

BAR ADMISSIONS
« California

Focus Areas

Mergers & Acquisitions

Related News & Insights

CLIENT NEWS

Anduril Announces Acquisition of Klas to Advance Tactical Edge Computing
and Communications

CLIENT NEWS
Ripple Announces Agreement to Acquire Hidden Road for $1.25B

CLIENT NEWS

Gunderson Dettmer Representing Principal Investor Index Ventures in Wiz
Acquisition by Google

CLIENT NEWS
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Lumu Announces Acquisition of Maltiverse

CLIENT NEWS
Gunderson Dettmer Client Cyral Acquired by Varonis Systems

CLIENT NEWS
Gunderson Dettmer Represented The Raine Group in Tastemade Acquisition

FIRM NEWS

Gunderson Dettmer Welcomes Adrian Rich as a New Life Sciences Partner
in Northern California

FIRM NEWS

PitchBook 2024 Annual Global League Tables Confirms Gunderson Dettmer
as #1 VC Law Firm Globally

CLIENT NEWS
Crypto Wallet Provider Phantom Acquires SimpleHash

CLIENT NEWS
Flywire Announces Acquisition of Sertifi

EVENTS
Webinar: The Nimble Dance: Dual Track Transformation via IPO or M&A

CLIENT NEWS
Hims & Hers Announces Acquisition of Peptide Facility in California
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